One of the dichotomies which has affected migration studies for some time is that between 'forced' and 'voluntary' movements. Yet, there is growing realisation of the importance of understanding how the two overlap. Focusing on the Albanian Roma this paper seeks to add weight to the argument that a 'mixed migration' approach is necessary to understand a number of migratory situations which do not neatly fit the forced/voluntary categorisation.
2015', as well as various other legislative and administrative instruments in the interim (see Salamun 2009 for an analysis of these instruments, and ECRI 2010 for an update). However, as in most other fields, there is a low level of adequate implementation due to a lack of funds and the general corrupt practices and high staff turnover which have plagued Albanian public administration for the best part of the last two decades. As a result, most activities are funded by international donor organisations, and often carried out by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) as 'pilots' or otherwise have a very short-lived presence. Regrettably, negative stereotypes have found their way even into official documents which are meant to help improve the situation. For example, the progress report on the Roma national strategy written on behalf of the Albanian government states that ' [T] rafficking [of Roma women and children] was encouraged by several factors such as the low economic, educational, cultural and social level of this minority' and that ' [V] iolence is a phenomenon that has always been present in the Roma families' (Duka 2007: 62, 64; my emphasis).
Thus, despite some positive developments, the Roma continue to experience 'extreme poverty and social and economic marginalisation' (ECRI 2010). Indicators from a recent survey carried out on behalf of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) confirm findings from an earlier survey by the World Bank (see De Soto et al. 2005 ) with respect to the community's socio-economic living situation and marginality. 2 Table 1 A sizeable community of Roma and Egyptians live in the study villages, identified also by De Soto et al. (2005: 231) whose earlier research included these sites. The project involved 38 Roma and Egyptian households through the interview questionnaire (23 of the respondents were women), and others through recorded and more informal in-depth interviews and group discussions. In addition, these were supplemented by views of formal and informal community leaders.
The language used was Albanian and I acknowledge my positionality as an ethnic outsider. I am an Albanian who was born and grew up in a neighbouring village, just outside the study area. However, information was gathered only with participants' informed consent, while at the same time ensuring their privacy and confidentiality.
Where recording of interviews was not possible in order to respect their wishes, detailed notes were kept during and always after the discussions. All names of participants here are pseudonyms, in order to safeguard their anonymity. The paper now continues with an analysis of the research findings.
Life in the village is an everyday struggle
There are no precise figures on the numbers of Roma living in the three villages. Key informants estimate these to be around 500 (including migrants), comprising about 7 per cent of the villages' total population of around 7,000. The Egyptian community is almost double that of Roma. The latter are part of the Karbuxhinj group and refer to themselves as 'Erlinj', which in Turkish means 'non-nomadic'. Indeed, contrary to popular imagination, most Roma in Korçë, and in Albania more widely, are not nomadic, a feature shared with their co-ethnics in other Balkan and CEE countries (Guy 1998b).
Socio-spatial marginalisation
Most Roma families are located in neighbourhoods in the outskirts of the villages, which are by far the poorest. This is a pattern which can be found pretty much across the country. For instance, the ERRC (1997: 46) reported that where Roma had lived dispersed throughout towns and had inter-mingled with the Albanian population, in the last two decades they were forcefully displaced to the outskirts. Here, povertyridden shanty neighbourhoods sprang up, lacking running water and other basic amenities. The peripheral neighbourhoods on the outskirts of the study villages were eloping with an Egyptian young man, without the consent of her parents. The latter accused the Egyptian man of kidnapping their daughter and after mobilising the antitrafficking police they collected her against her will and brought her home. As the young woman was now considered to have shamed her family, something which worsened her prospects of a good marriage locally, she was sent abroad to relatives for a foreign marriage. Although protesting his innocence, the Egyptian man had little chance of escaping a good beating by the Albanian police and serving time in prison.
Education and health
While the respondents were quite diverse in terms of age, their educational level was very low, and much lower than the non-Roma population (see Vullnetari and King 2011). Four had no education at all, while the rest had not attended school beyond the compulsory level of eight years (up to the age of 14). In fact, most of them had barely continued beyond the four years of primary school. The situation was even worse amongst younger members of the family, exacerbated by the fact that some children were not even registered at birth. On the other hand, the remitting family members, who were all in the working-age cohort, mostly between 26 and 45 years of age, had a somewhat higher education level. However, here again very few had attended school beyond the compulsory years and no one had a tertiary degree.
A number of factors have affected this outcome. First, there is the severe poverty of most families. Although (primary and secondary) education itself is free of charge, there is the cost of books and other school materials, clothes and pocket money.
Second, because of poverty or emigration older children leave school early to look after the households and their younger siblings, while parents and older siblings go to work (De Soto et al. 2005) . Third, discrimination and stereotyping at times affect the way the teachers and other pupils treat Roma children at school, resulting in the latter dropping out early (ERRC 1997) . And finally, as I mentioned earlier, some children have not even been registered at birth, which then leads to exclusion from all forms of education, as well as healthcare and other social welfare programmes. Mira, who is 22 and living in one of the villages, explains:
are five of us sleeping in this one room' said Samira, whose husband works in rural Veria. When I visited her, she was cooking lunch in the 'kitchen', which was actually the floor of her small corridor separating the outside patio from the one room. Even less was left over for investment in income-generating activities that might enable families to break the dependency cycle. For instance, many other non-Roma migrant households invest remittances in apple orchards, which provide good revenues locally. None of the Roma in the survey research had an orchard, or realistically planned to start one. There was generally very little use of remittances in livestock, non-farming businesses, to purchase urban land, or buy urban property; all of which were destinations for remittances by the wider, non-Roma, survey respondents (Vullnetari and King 2011). Thus the dependency cycle continued, compelling existing and potential migrants to repeat the cycle of migration over the border each year.
Conclusion
Albania's chaotic emergence from nearly half a century of communist rule was accompanied by large-scale emigration and internal relocation. The Roma were amongst the first to participate in such moves, motivated by complex factors, especially their severe levels of poverty and social exclusion, as well as ethnic discrimination and marginalisation. Most of them have emigrated to Greece, where they are faced with triple discrimination as Roma, as Albanians and as non-EU migrants. Caught between these two countries whose states have been strongly built on principles of 'ethnic purity', the Roma seek ways to survive and thrive, through resistance and resilience. This paper has illustrated some of these issues through the perspectives and experiences of a group of Roma women and men from rural southeast Albania, many of whom emigrate to Greece. Their testimonies highlight that elements of both choice and compulsion are interwoven into their decision-making to migrate (or stay), placing them somewhere along the forced/voluntary migration continuum (Van Hear et al. 1999 ). Yet, as this paper demonstrates, even within oppressive and disadvantageous structures, the Roma continue to exercise their agency in their everyday life. It is this everyday life that we should be encouraged to research, in order to understand the situation of these and other vulnerable groups at the local level, as purposive actors, embedded in particular historical and social circumstances (Turton 2003 ). Yet, we should be careful to do this without losing sight of global processes which (re)produce social inclusion and exclusion of regions and social groups, and maintain or exacerbate insecurity and inequality at a local level (Castles 2003) .
Notwithstanding their significant importance in documenting the various aspects of Roma life in Albania, their findings need to be considered in this light. 
